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palm Sunday 

On Palm Sunday, March 16th, Bethany and First Churches will hold a joint worship service at First 
Church. The Coffee Fellowship will begin at 10:30AM with worship beginning at 11AM. The Sacrament of 
Communion will be observed. Several special numbers will be presented by the combined First Church/
Christ Lutheran choir and the Christ Lutheran bell choir. 

GOOD FRIDAY 

On Good Friday, March 21st, a worship service will be held at Bethany beginning at 7:00PM.  

MAUNDY THURSDAY 

On Maundy Thursday, March 20th, a worship service will be held at First Church beginning at 
7:00PM. An offering is received during the service for the work of the Deacons. It was a common 
practice to give to the needy during Passover. The Deacons of First Church make every effort to 
see that the needs of the congregation and the community are met. 

EASTER SUNDAY 

9:00AM worship at Bethany 

11:00AM worship at First 

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING OFFERING 



Mon.:   day off  

Tues.:  10AM - 2PM 

Wed.:  10AM - 2PM 

Thurs:  4PM - 8PM 

Fri.:     10AM - 2PM 

personal phone number:  

402-340-6697 

 

THE SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION 

March 2008 
    

SERVERS: 
*Delray Kumm 
Greta Stewart 
Amy Shane 
Mike Marvin 

 
*prepares elements 

SNOW REMOVAL SNOW REMOVAL SNOW REMOVAL SNOW REMOVAL     

VOLUNTEERSVOLUNTEERSVOLUNTEERSVOLUNTEERS    

March: First Church 
 

  2       Dave Brodersen 
  9       Randy Colfack 

16       Scott Gutshall & Robert Throckmorton 

23        

30       Steve Brosz 
 

Thanks to these volunteers! 

 
January 

FIRST CHURCH 

Income -  

$7339.50 
Expenses - 

$9027.55 

 

Sunday, March 9 
THE WINDOW - published monthly 
deadline for news articles - 20th of the month 

First Presbyterian Church 
204 E Everett, O’Neill 

Sunday Worship: 11:00AM 
Sunday School classes: 9:30AM, Sundays, 

Sept.  through 1st Sun. of May 
KICKS After School: 3:45-5:30PM, Wednes-
days, Sept through 1st Wed. of May 
confirmation class: 6PM, Wednesdays 

Youth Group: 7PM, Sundays 
Bethany Presbyterian Church 

RR, Ewing 
Sunday Worship: 9:00AM 
Sunday School: 10AM 

 
 Office: 204 E Everett, O’Neill 

402-336-1892 
firstoneill@morcomm.net 

web site: www.firstpresbchurch.org 
 
Pastor: Rev. Leanne C. Brower 
Newsletter Editor: Judy Magstadt 

2008 

JUBILEE FUND 
end of 2007 values:  

(unavailable for annual report) 

Jubilee Fund (permanent)  

as of December 31, 2007: $65802.67 

Jubilee Fund-Marcia O’Connell 

sub-fund 1987  

as of December 31, 2007: $1241.08 
 
The distributions from the Jubilee Fund 
totalled $3262.45 for 2007. Disburse-
ment was as follows:  
• at least 30% for local mission— 
for 2007 $1100. was allocated to the 
Deacons for their local mission work 
• at least 30% for Presbyterian ap-
proved mission— 

for 2007 Cleveland Bible Camp re-
ceived $1100. 
• up to 30% for the church 
for 2007 1062.45 was used for concrete 
work to improve the church  
Up to 10% becomes a permanent addi-
tion to the principle.  
The Jubilee Fund was started as part of 
the observance of the 100th anniver-
sary of First Church in 1983. 

Souper Bowl Collection for the food pantry:  
$105 cash and canned goods from First & Bethany 



 
 
Happy Easter! Usually at Eastertime, I 
would write something about how the heralding 
in of Spring at Eastertime, the new life that 
springs up around us, can act as a reminder of 
the new life that we find in the death and resur-
rection of our Lord. But it’s not spring. In fact, 

as I write this, I am watching snow falling outside of my living room win-
dow. 

We get used to the idea of Easter coinciding with spring, and so 
it’s weird for us when it falls earlier than normal. This time of year sim-
ply does not feel like Easter. And so it can be hard for us to get in the 
mood to celebrate Easter. 
 But Easter is about celebrating the new life that we 
find in Christ, whether or not we can see the new life springing up 
around us in spring. Whether there is snow on the ground, or 
the sun is shining warm, the Easter season reminds us that 
Christ is alive, and that he lives. 
 May the Lord bless you this season, and 
may you know the new life that truly is springing up around us 
and in us. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Easter Lily Orders 
 

The Deacons of First Church are 
taking orders for Easter lilies to 
decorate the sanctuary. You are 
invited to order a plant in memory 
of or in honor of individuals of 
your choice. The plants will be 
$12. each and payment should be 
made with the order. Orders may 
be placed through Sunday, March 
9th. 

 
 

There’s a legend that the dogwood was 
once the size of the oak and other forest 
trees. It was so strong and firm that it was 
chosen as the timber for Christ’s cross. This 
greatly distressed the tree. Jesus, nailed 
upon it, sensed the tree’s regret and told it: 
“Because of your sorrow for my suffering, 
never again shall the dogwood grow large 
enough to be used as a cross. It shall be 
slender, bent and twisted. Its blossoms shall 
form a cross - two long and two short petals. 
And  at the outer edge of each petal will  
be nail prints, brown with rust and  
stained with red. In  
the center of the flower  
shall be a crown of  
thorns. And all who 
 see it will remember…….. 
 
from The Newsletter Newsletter Mar. 2008 

The Legend of the Dogwood  



 

The presbytery was opened in 
prayer by David McCarthy. 
The presbytery was greeted 
by Matt Coplen. 
The presbytery was led in wor-
ship by Monty Nelson. 
The minutes of the November 
10, 2007 presbytery meeting 
were approved. 
The presbytery granted the 
Presbyterian Women permis-
sion to celebrate the sacra-
ment of the Lord’s Supper at 
their spring gathering. 
Diana Barber, a member of the 
Form of Government Task 
Force, explained the changes 
being proposed to the Form of 
Government at the next Gen-
eral Assembly meeting. 
The presbytery granted the 
committee on ministry author-
ity to appoint installation com-
missions between presbytery 
meetings.  
The presbytery validated the 
ministries of David and Joan 
McCarthy. 
The presbytery authorized 
Trace Haythorn to labor out-
side the bounds of the presby-
tery if the way be clear. 
The presbytery voted to ap-
point Wes Stevens as modera-
tor of session at Fullerton ef-
fective May 1, 2008, John Cur-
tiss at Wood River, Lloyd 
Boyce at Edgar, Bob Anderson 
at Keystone and Lemoyne, and 
Revel Matheke at Central City 
effective Jan 1, 2008. 
The presbytery voted to renew 
Neil Collins commission to Or-
leans for three years. 
The presbytery voted to set 
aside its manual of operations 
and commission Joyce Dean 
as Lay Pastor to Beaver City 
half time. 

The presbytery voted to ordain 
and install Ivan Dean as Minis-
ter of Word and Sacrament to 
Beaver City.  
The presbytery voted to ap-
point Bob Houser, Bill Nottage-
Tacey, Matt Coplen, Jamie 
Schroeder, and Betty Garey as 
the commission to ordain, in-
stall and commission the 
Deans. 
The date for that ordination, 
installation and commissioning 
service will be March 9, 2008 
at 4:00 p.m. 
The presbytery heard a report 
from  Walter Olker of the Pres-
byterian Foundation on Estate 
Planning. 
The presbytery heard of begin-
ning plans for the youth minis-
try committee and Highlands 
Presbyterian Camp and Re-
treat Center on a national 
youth event to be held there 
this summer. 
The presbytery heard a report 
from synod on Synod School 
and sabbatical planning for 
pastors of small churches. 
The presbytery voted to move 
to a schedule of three meet-
ings per year in 2009. 
The presbytery voted to use 
the anonymous gift of $500 for 
a “Healthy churches Work-
shop” in 2008. 
The presbytery elected Dean 
Kurth to fill a vacancy on the 
presbytery nominating com-
mittee. 
It was reported that Mary 
Stoops will serve as the over-
ture advocate for the overture 
being presented to the next 
General Assembly by our pres-
bytery. 
The Business-Budget commit-
tee reported that it had 
granted the Wood River 
church permission to build the 
shell of an addition to their 
church. No mortgage or loan 
will be involved with this step 
of the project. 
The presbytery recognized 

Naomi Okoye and Sue Nedder-
man for achieving level 1 certi-
fication through the Adminis-
trative Personnel Association. 
They were granted privilege of 
the floor at presbytery meet-
ings with this accomplishment. 
The presbytery recognized An-
gie Palmer for her ministry 
with APA and for having com-
pleted her student teaching. 
The presbytery heard a brief 
report about the beginning 
talks with Homestead Presby-
tery and the hope of having a 
joint council retreat in August 
of this year. 
CPM reported that Brain Pav-
elka has been removed from 
the roll of candidates and Bill 
Bills from the roll of lay pastor 
trainees. 
The Westminster Woods Com-
mission reported on the cele-
bration service and progress 
toward sale of the property. 
Caroline Vickery reported on 
Lexington First Presbyterian’s 
fifth Sunday contemporary 
worship service plus the proc-
ess and reasons for doing it. 
The presbytery elected a num-
ber of people to fill vacant po-
sitions on presbytery commit-
tees. 
The presbytery heard a report 
on a variety of mission pro-
jects conduct by Presbyterian 
Women’s groups in the pres-
bytery. 
The presbytery received the 
Committee on Representation 
report with notes about imbal-
ances in gender and geogra-
phy. 
The stated clerk reported that 
there was no need to redress 
any imbalance of lay clergy 
representation in this presby-
tery for 2008 as there are 
fewer minister mem-
bers of presbytery 
than lay commis-
sioners from 
churches. 
The meeting was ad-
journed with prayer. 



 

Bethany P.W. met at the home of Dorothy Lambert on Feb. 19 with 10 members 
and Leanne Brower present. Everyone signed get well cards for Peg Rowse and 
Virginia Carr. Spring Gathering is at Minden on April 12; registration starts at 9 
a.m. 
Mary Summerer passed a list of needed items for the Kayenta Indian layette to 
sign for and return the items to Mary and Genevieve this spring. Beth Tielke was 
pleased to receive 14 pairs of fleece booties that Kathryn and Zelda sewed. Possi-
ble future projects could be sewing more of the booties, lap robes, sheets for 
overseas use and possibly tying a quilt. 
A list of recommended books to read was passed out and Kathryn took names of 
the qualified readers to report to the Presbytery. The annual PW report will be 
sent to the Moderator, Lois Saathoff of Hastings. 
Phyllis Larson led lesson number two on Jonah. The next meeting will be March 18 
at the home of Jan Hoffman in O’Neill. March 4 is a cleaning day at the church 
with sack lunches. 
The meeting closed with singing the Doxology and lunch served by the hostess. 

Thanks to the 
volunteers who 
delivered Meals 

on Wheels the week of Febru-
ary 18-22. They were Janice 
& Ray Harmon, Barbara Bai-
ley & Sylas, Kelley Price, Kae 
Wiles, Mary Ann Rasmussen, 
Vicki Cork, Jim Symonds, 
Dan Ziska, Rod Harmon, 
John & Judy Magstadt. AND 
coordinating it all was Rachel 
Gutshall. 

 

Our sympathy is extended to the family of Jo McNeil. 
Her funeral was held at First Church on February 20th. 
We are grateful for her time with us. Survivors include 

her daughter Barbra Kracl and husband Bob and their children Bryce, 
Bobbi and Brec of the First Church congregation . 

FIRST CHURCH CIRCLE MEETING 
 

The Adah/Sunshine Circle met at Tia Zia on Feb-
ruary 21, since The Evergreen was fighting flu. 
Lunch was followed by lesson #4 of Jonah and 
Ruth. Pastor Leanne led the lesson having to do 
with being confident that God provides the abili-
ties needed to do his will. 
The next meeting will be held on March 20 at The 
Evergreen. Lunch is served at 11:30AM, and the 
charge for a non-resident meal is $5.00. Reserva-
tions should be made to the church office by 
Mar. 17th to give their cooks enough time to 
plan. Everyone is welcome!   

 



    
    
    

 
    
    
    
 
 
 

   
 
    

    
    
    
    
    
    

BethanyBethanyBethanyBethany    
  3 Austin Root (1994) 
  9 Mitchell Root (1997) 
14 Pam Barelmann 
25 Laura Burtwistle (1991) 

    
FirstFirstFirstFirst    

  1 Aidan Hedstrom (2004) 
  1 Steve Brosz 
  2 Brian Sedlacek 
  2 Rod Whitney 
  5 Zelie Sorensen (2004) 
  7 Alex Atkins (1996) 
12 Duke Chohon  
13 Lynn Sobotka 
14 Barbara Bailey 
15 Jason Loberg 
16 Shelby Gutshall (1990) 

17 BayLee Colfack (1998) 
18 Brook Colfack (2002) 
19 Hailee Harmon (1998) 
19 Sylas Bailey-Kelly (1991) 
19 Randy Stewart 
20 Lib Kumm 
22 Luke Wallace 
22 Alicia Robinson 
23 Jackson Gutshall (1998) 
23 Elizabeth Matschullat 
24 Nathan Dorr 
25 Laurie Hacker 
26 Wade Brosz 
27 Rick Devall Sr. 
27 Lee Strivens 
27 Sue Symonds 
27 Kevin Shelhamer 
29 Mariel Hoke 
29 Amy Harmon 
31 Ian Banks (1994) 
31 Evelyn Derickson 
31 Jim Symonds 
31 Michael Poese (2001) 
 

    
    
    
    
    
    

FirstFirstFirstFirst    
  3 Gloria & Mick Heiss (1972) 
29 Carol & Gil Poese (1985) 
29 Jodi & Aaron Sorensen (2003) 

 

Don’t throw or give good stuff away!  
Donate it to the church! Shake out those closets and clean out the basement 
or garage! Start setting items aside for this year’s Rummage Sale at the 
church. Date for the sale and other details are just around the corner. 
P.S. Don’t forget to set aside some volunteer time for this event too!! 
— Your Mission Committee 



The Sacrament of Baptism was administered to two children in February at 
First Church. On Sunday, February 10th, Davin Jacob Holste was baptized. 
Davin is the son of Eric and Jackie Holste and February 10th was also his 
first birthday. Elder Greta Stewart assisted Pastor Leanne with Davin’s bap-
tism. 
Gage Thomas Graham Hedstrom was baptized on Sunday, February 24th. 
He is the son of Jim and Lisa Hedstrom. Elder John Moyes assisted Pastor 
Leanne with Gage’s baptism. We are very happy to welcome these two lit-
tle boys to the church family. 

BAPTISMS 

LISA VAVRA PARTICIPATES IN MISSION 
 

On December 28, 2007 a team of volunteers from Morningside Col-

lege in Sioux City began their trip to Beaumont, Texas to help folks 

whose homes had been damaged by Hurricane Rita. Among the 

volunteers was Lisa Vavra, daughter of Marv & Deb Vavra, and a 

member of First Church. Lisa is a sophomore at Morningside and 

gave up part of her Christmas break to lend her help with the rest of  

the group. 

Miss Rebecca of Beaumont had been living in a FEMA trailer since 

the storm destroyed her home. She and her daughter were working on building a new 

house using recycled lumber and doors from Habitat for Humanity when Miss Rebecca 

had an accident which broke her leg 

in several places. Surgeries were re-

quired, and working on her house was 

no longer possible.  

In six days, the Morningside team cut 

out holes for the doors and windows in 

the plywood box, wrapped the house, 

installed the windows, built door 

frames, installed the doors, and sided 

the entire home. They also did work 

on another home belonging to Mr. 

Alan. There they ripped out walls and 

the ceiling and replaced damaged 

wood and sheetrock. 

Lisa was quoted as saying at the end of the week, “Even though we gave a lot to Miss 

Rebecca, we received so much in return. She taught us what true patience is and what 

can be accomplished if you trust in the Lord.” 
 
information taken from the Morningside College Newspaper Jan. 17, ‘08 

 

Miss Rebecca with the 

team of volunteers in 

front of the home they 

worked on.  

Lisa 

Bobbi Kracl 
 

Congratulations to Bobbi Kracl, daughter of Bob and Barbra 
Kracl, on her graduation in December 2007 from the University 
of Nebraska at Lincoln. Bobbi received a Bachelor of Arts de-
gree in Psychology and Sociology and is currently employed in 
Lincoln. 

 



   February 17, 2008 
 

Many friends and relatives gathered at First Presbyterian 
Church for the Open House observance of Melvin Ruzicka’s 
100th birthday anniversary on the afternoon of Sunday, 
February 17th. The Deacons made the arrangements in co-
operation with Melvin’s family. Melvin’s two sisters were 
present along with nephews, nieces and grand nephews 
and nieces of Melvin and his late wife, Viola. 
 
The birthday cake was decorated to reflect Melvin’s golfing 
hobby and his career in the hardware business. No one 
jumped out of the cake, however, as happened at his party 
at The Evergreen! 
 
We at First Presbyterian are very thankful for Melvin and 
his participation in the church. He is an ordained elder, has 
served as a deacon, trustee; for many years as the church 

treasurer and volunteer church maintenance supervisor. A 
couple anecdotes I (ed.) have heard having to do with Melvin’s 
regular checking on the church were that he interrupted and 
thus prevented a robbery; and, another time he rescued 
some people using the basement closet as a tornado shelter. 
The door knob came off in the closet and, to the relief of 
those inside, Melvin happened to come to check on whether 
any water had come in the basement.  
 
Melvin’s stewardship, faithfulness and grace is an inspira-
tion! 
 
    
    
    
To Pastor Leanne Brower and Church Friends,To Pastor Leanne Brower and Church Friends,To Pastor Leanne Brower and Church Friends,To Pastor Leanne Brower and Church Friends,    
     
Words cannot express my gratitude to those that helped with the luncheon and planning of my 100th 
birthday party. I would like to also say a special thank you to Mary Ann Rasmussen for helping and 
assisting my family to make my day so memorable. 
 
I was honored when Delray presented me with the “Nebraska Rock” from my church family. I must 
say that I welcomed and truly enjoyed all my years of helping within the church. 
 
Being able to turn 100 years old and being blessed with friends such as all of you is truly a gift from 
God. Thank you to each and every one of you that attended or helped make my party a memory that 
I will never forget! 
 
Thank you again and may God bless each and every one of you! 
 
Yours truly,   
Melvin Ruzicka 

Melvin with Pastor Leanne 

Melvin’s nephew Jerry 
standing and Jerry’s 
mother, Evelyn 
across with 
Melvin—Lois John-
son at right 
(pouring) 

 

MELVIN RUZICKA’S 



 

 
Phone pie orders to the church office, 336-
2590, by noon of the 3rd Fri. and pies will be 
delivered to O’Neill the following Mon. 

  
PIE CLUB 

order forms available in the Fellowship Hall— fea-
tured flavors each month, substitutions cheerfully 
made - 

one pie a month for 12 months $100. 

 
 

CAMP BOARD REPRESENTATIVES 
BETHANY - Jim LaRue 
FIRST - Bill Walters 

 
Mar. 2 - Superior First 

Rev. John Curtiss, Associate Pastor, 
Hastings First 
 
Mar. 9 - Stuart Community 

Rev. Bill Nottage-Tacey, pastor at 
Hastings First 
 
Mar. 16 - Stapleton First 

Rev. Lloyd Boyce, pastor at Fairfield 
Community & Hanover Glenvil
  

Mar. 23 - St. Paul First 

CLP Mark Diehl, serving Superior 
 
Mar. 30 - Orleans First 

Marcine Farmer, serving Benkelman 

PRESBYTERY PRAYER LIST 

PIES TO BENEFIT  
Cleveland Bible Camp 

$10. each 

coconut  crème      cherry             pecan          strawberry        rhubarb         cherry 

     JAN.                 FEB.                  MAR.                 APR.                   MAY                MUNE 

     JULY                AUG.            SEPT.             OCT.              NOV.              DEC. 

     peach             lemon             apple         raisin crème      pumpkin       chocolate 

 

VANDALISM 
Cleveland Bible Camp was the victim of vandals recently. Dale 
& Eileen Osborne drove out and discovered that the boys’ 
cabin, the dining hall and the highway sign had been damaged. 
The sheriff and the insurance adjuster have been notified.  

 
CLEVELAND BIBLE CAMP BOARD MINUTES 

January 15, 2008 
Meeting was called to order with a prayer by Chairperson Jean Bau-
meister. Present at the meeting were Terri Mitchell, Dean Seger, Jim 
LaRue, Bill Walters, Don Fuelberth, Pastors Leanne Brower and 
Wayne Owens, Dale & Eileen Osborne. 
Minutes were read and corrections noted. The date for First Timers 
camp is June 7 & 8 rather than 6 & 7. 
Building fund report by Eileen Osborne-balance of $7180 in building 
account. Also reported that the total cost of the new girls’ bathroom 
was $33646.99. 
Treasurer Terri Mitchell reported a balance in the checking account of 
$1048.73. She also reported that insurance is due to be paid. 
A discussion was held on whether to put in concrete sidewalks or 
wood walkways. Suggestion was made to bring in sawmill and make 
lumber from the trees at the camp to make wood walkways. It was also 
noted that wood will require more upkeep than concrete. It was sug-
gested to start with wood walkways and replace with concrete over 
time. A committee was formed to decide where to make the walks and 
take measurements of how many feet of walkways or sidewalks we will 
need. Committee is Dale & Eileen Osborne, Wayne Owens, Terri 
Mitchell, Dean Seger and Bill Walters. 
We still have no landscaping bid from Shamrock Nursery. 
Motion carried to replace the floor in Cabin 1. We will need to plan a 
work day. Dale Osborne will contact Vogel for a bid on the floor, and 
Dean Seger will get a bid from Al Faatz. 
Don Fuelberth reported that Clem Disterhaupt had advertised new red 
tin for sale. Don will check with Clem to see if it is something we can 
use on the cabins. Don will also check with Steve Cole on repairing the 
boys’ bathroom foundation and wall. 
Eileen will check with Bob Knutson about adding ladders to the bunk 
beds. This is to prevent injuries to the campers getting on and off of 
top bunks. 
It was decided to have our camp brochures printed by Taylor Made 
Printing this year. Changes in the brochure from last year will include a 
raise in the registration by $5 for each camp, eliminating the phrase 
“no family will pay more than $50”, and add a place on the form to indi-
cate t-shirt size of the camper. 
T-shirts will need to be checked to see how many and what sizes are 
left. 
It was decided to leave officers as is until next month and check the 
by-laws, as Terri & Jean are members at large and not sure how long 
they are to stay that way. Also, both chairperson and treasurer are to 
sign signature card at the bank, so that more than one person will be 
able to write checks on the checking account. Building fund has two 
names on account already. 
Feb. 3 was set to have a fundraiser Waffle Breakfast at the Atkinson 
Church from 7:00AM to 10:00AM. 
Next meeting will be held Feb. 18 at 7PM at the Atkinson Church. 
Meeting was dismissed with The Lord’s Prayer. 
Respectfully submitted, Eileen Osborne, Recorder 



SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Bowling Party 
Sunday, April 6th 

1:30-4:00PM 

 

YOUTH GROUP 

FUNDRAISER 

The Youth Group will be mak-
ing enchiladas as a fund-
raiser for their mission trip 
to New Mexico. They will sell 
for $8. per dozen. Order 
from a member of the Youth 
Group by March 13th and the 
enchiladas will be ready for 
pickup at the church on 
March 15th between 3:30 & 
6PM. Delivery chg. $1/doz. 

Note: Two of our seniors are registered for the 

Torpin’s scholarship program - Shelby Gutshall & 

Amanda Marvin. If you are not saving the re-

ceipts for someone, please keep these girls in 

mind. 


